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There  can  be  no  permanent  peace  without 
a  league  of  free  nations  to  guarantee  it,  and 
no  effective  league  of  nations  without  the 
thorough-going  defeat  of  Germany.  The 
nations  that  cherish  international  justice  and 
public  right  are  making  common  cause 
against  a  determined  disturber  of  the  world's 
peace.  The  battle  is  now  on  which  will  de- 
termine whether  or  not  united  action  against 
a  predatory  nation  is  practicable.  If  the 
league  ot  nations  now  in  existence  could  not 
defeat  the  Central  Powers,  it  would  be  use- 
less to  propose  a  permanent  league  for  a 
like  purpose. 

But  the  war  will  be  won,  thanks  to  the 
unified  command  under  Marshal  Foch.  And 
when  it  is  over,  the  most  important  mat- 
ter for  consideration  at  the  peace  confer- 
ence, as  President  Wilson  has  said,  will  be 
the  establishment  of  a  league  of  free  na- 
tions to  guarantee  future  peace.  But  no  ef- 
fective league  of  nations  can  be  created  un- 
less the  American  people  are  whole-heart- 
edly behind  the  plan.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  now,  in  time  of  war,  we  should  prepare 
for  peace  by  acquainting  the  people  of  the 
country  with  the  plan  our  government  is  ad- 
vocating. This  is  the  object  and  work  of 
the  League  to  Enforce  Peace. 

The  principle  of  a  league  of  nations  has 
been  endorsed  by  the  leading  statesmen  of 
almost  every  nation  allied  against  the  Cen- 
tral Powers.  In  the  United  States,  Great 
Britain  and  France,  strong  private  organ- 
izations have  been  formed  to  educate  the 


people  in  favor  of  the  general  idea.  In  this 
country  the  chief  exponent  of  the  move- 
ment is  the  League  to  Enforce  Peace,  of 
which  the  Hon.  William  Howard  Taft  is 
President.  This  organization  offers  a  spe- 
cial opportunity  to  women  to  help  in  a  work 
for  which  their  quick  perceptions  and  sym- 
pathies make  them  ideally  fitted. 

The  women  of  the  allied  countries  have 
been  called  upon  for  great  sacrifices  which 
have  hardly  touched  us  in  this  world  strug- 
gle, but  we  are  learning  lessons  from  them 
which  will  save  us  years  of  bitter  experi- 
ence. At  the  close  of  this  war  we  will  re- 
alize the  need  of  a  plan  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  future  peace. 

President  Wilson  said:  "Only  when  the  na- 
tions of  the  world  have  reached  some  sort 
of  agreement  as  to  what  they  hold  to  be 
fundamental  to  their  common  interest,  some 
feasible  method  of  acting  in  concert,  can 
we  feel  that  civilization  justifies  its  exist- 
ence." .... 

The  League  to  Enforce  Peace  has  made  a 
tentative  draft  of  principles  or  proposals 
which  it  is  desirable  to  present  to  a  League 
of  Nations: 

FIRST:  The  submission  of  all  justiciable 
questions,  not  settled  by  negotiation,  to  a 
judicial  tribunal  for  hearing  and  judgment. 

SECOND:  The  submission  of  all  other 
questions  to  a  Council  of  Conciliation  for 
hearing  and  recommendation. 

THIRD:  The  signatory  powers  shall  use 
their  economic  forces  against  any  one  of 
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their  number  that  refuses  to  submit  any 
question  to  an  international  tribunal  or 
Council  of  Conciliation  before  issuing  an  ul- 
timatum or  threatening  war.  They  shall  fol- 
low this  by  the  joint  use  of  their  military 
forces  against  that  nation,  if  it  proceeds  to 
make  war  or  invade  another's  territory. 

FOURTH:  To  hold  conferences  between 
the  signatory  powers  to  formulate  and  codi- 
fy rules  of  international  law,  which  shall 
govern  the  decisions  of  the  Judicial  Trib- 
unal. 

President  Wilson,  in  an  address  in  New 
York,  September  27,  1918,  said:  "The  price 
of  peace  will  be  impartial  justice  to  all  na- 
tions,— the  instrumentality  to  secure  it  is 
a  league  of  nations,  formed  not  before  or 
after,  but  AT  THE  PEACE  CONFER- 
ENCE;" and  Germany  as  a  member  "will 
have  to  redeem  her  character  not  by  what 
happens  at  the  peace  table,  but  by  what 
follows."  .  .  .  "There  shall  be  a  common 
concert  to  oblige  the  observance  of  com- 
mon rights."  .  .  .  "The  United  States  is 
prepared  to  assume  its  full  share  of  re- 
sponsibility for  the  maintenance  of  the  com- 
mon covenants  and  understandings  upon 
which  peace  must  henceforth  rest." 

With  these  two  proposals  to  the  world, 
the  interpretation  of  a  league  of  nations  is 
clear — 

The  women  of  this  country  have  entered 
whole-heartedly  into  every  aspect  of  the 
present  struggle,  and  men  and  women  alike 
will  have  to  bear  a  large  share  in  the  pro- 
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cess  of  readjustment,  when  the  time  of  re- 
construction comes.  This  is  specially  true  in 
the  connection  of  the  National  Council  of 
Women,  the  ten  million  women  in  the  United 
States,  with  the  International  Council  of 
twenty-four  other  countries,  of  from  eigh- 
teen to  twenty  million  women,  who  are 
waiting  for  the  reconstructive  period.  Wo- 
men will  aid  in  the  understanding  of  the 
proposals  for  permanent  peace,  whether 
advocated  first  in  this  country,  or  around 
the  peace  table.  In  no  other  country  are 
the  women  organized  as  they  are  in  the 
United  States,  ready  for  co-operative  work, 
ready  to  submit  their  personal  desires  to 
the  will  of  the  majority,  ready  for  leader- 
ship, and  the  subordination  of  leadership 
to  the  great  object  to  be  attained.  The 
movement  to  promote  international  good 
will  depends  for  its  ultimate  success  upon 
increased  international  understanding,  ap- 
preciation and  sympathy, — also  upon  ac- 
curate information  upon  all  these  subjects. 

The  Right  Rev.  Charles  Gore,  Lord  Bis- 
hop of  Oxford,  said:  "Surely  the  Christian 
Church  should  welcome  the  League  of  Na- 
tions and  organize  itself  into  vigorous 
unanimity  to  press  it  to  the  front  in  the 
attention  of  all  civilized  people,  both  as 
a  practical  proposal  made  by  the  most  ex- 
perienced and  most  trusted  statesmen,  and 
as  a  proposal  congenial  to  the  Christian 
Church." 

It  is  indeed  a  proposal  of  the  purest 
patriotism,  born  in  the  passion  for  peace 


that  this  war  has  developed.  Upon  the 
League  will  fall  the  responsibility  of  mak- 
ing the  moral  result  of  the  war  permanent; 
upon  it  will  fall  the  responsibility  of  in- 
augurating a  new  era  in  the  relations  of 
nations  and  of  mankind. 

The  President  of  the  League  to  Enforce 
Peace  joined  with  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
in  declaring  that  the  nations  fighting  for 
democracy  must  be  working  out  the  de- 
tails to  assure  the  peace  of  the  world.  In 
speaking  to  representatives  of  the  federated 
churches,  both  warned  of  the  danger  of 
peace  by  negotiation. 

We  have  already  found  the  way  to  a 
measure  of  international  unity  through  the 
compulsion  of  a  common  peril  and  a  com- 
mon cause. 

We  must  now  find  the  way  to  a  fixed 
and  larger  unity,  that  will  operate  through 
a  common  love,  for  the  defense  of  mankind 
from  the  calamities  of  war. 

The  awful  lesson  of  this  war  must  not 
be  lost.  The  world  must  not  be  crucified 
in  vain. 

Let  us  look  forward  only  to  the  outcome 
of  world  democracy,  world  sanity  and  world 
freedom. 


LEAGUE  TO  ENFORGE  PEAGE 

The  Bush  Bldg.,  130  West  42nd  St.,  New  York 
Wii.t.iam  Howard  Taft.  president 
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